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What is COST? 

COST is the oldest and widest European 

intergovernmental framework for Cooperation in 

Science and Technology (1971) 

COST has been supporting the networking of 

research activities across all 35 Member Countries 

and beyond for over 40 years  

COST is based on networks called COST Actions.  

Currently there are 328 running Actions networking 

around 30 000 researchers per year, worldwide.   
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COST Mission & Objectives 

Á Joining research efforts and 
developing common S&T 
programmes 

Á Build capacity by connecting 
high-quality scientific 
communities  

Á Addressing societal 
questions 

ÁStrengthening COSTôs 
Inclusiveness Policy 
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COST aims to enable breakthrough scientific developments 

leading to new concepts and products. It thereby contributes to 

strengthening Europeôs research and innovation capacities 



COST Key Principles 
  

Á Supporting excellence 

Á Being open 

Á Being inclusive 
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COST Driving Forces 
 

Á Fostering new ideas 

Á Sharing knowledge 

Á Output orientation 

COST Key Features 
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COST Budget 

 

EUR 300 million for 7 years coming from two 

H2020 work programmes: 

ÁChallenge 6 ñEurope in a changing world ï inclusive, 

innovative and reflective Societiesò 

ÁñSpreading Excellence and Widening Participationò   

 

 Trans-European networking of nationally 

funded research activities. 



COST Policies 



Excellence and Inclusiveness Policy 

ÁEncouraging and enabling excellent researchers 
from less research-intensive countries across Europe 
to set up, lead or join COST Actions 
 

ÁCounterbalancing research communitiesô unequal 
access to knowledge infrastructures, funding and 
resources distribution 
 

ÁContributing to the realization of Horizon 2020 
Widening Pillar objectives trough COST Excellence 
and Inclusiveness Policy 
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COST Inclusiveness Target Countries 
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COST Member Countries 

EU Member States  Associated Countries 

to Horizon 2020 

Bulgaria, Cyprus, 

Czech Republic, 

Estonia, Croatia, 

Hungary, Lithuania, 

Latvia, Luxemburg, 

Malta, Poland, Portugal, 

Romania, Slovenia, 

Slovakia 

the former Yugoslav 

republic of Macedonia, 

Republic of Serbia,  

Turkey 

Bosnia-Herzegovina 



Early Career Investigators 
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ÁAddress the difficulty in gaining visibility and 

recognition European-wide 

ÁEntrusting young investigators with leader 

roles under their own responsibility 

PhD* Ò 8 years 

COST Inclusiveness  

Policy supports 

ECIs 

*PhD or equivalent experience  



Gender Balance 
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ÁEncourage and enable  under-represented gender 

to be intensively involved in all COST activities 

ÁNetworking the way to gender equality in science 

and technology 

 

 

 

 

male/female   

COST Inclusiveness  

Policy supports  

Gender balance 



 

COST ACTION 

 
The  COST pan-European networking instrument 

that allows researchers, engineers or scholars 

from COST Member Countries and Cooperating 

State to develop jointly their ideas and new 

initiatives in a field or topic of common interest 
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ÁAll fields of S&T (including interdisciplinary, new and 

emergent fields) 

ÁAny novel and original idea (innovative) 

ÁAll partners (public and private, big and small) 

ÁAll career stages (young and senior investigators) 

ÁAll countries, including COST Near Neighbour Countries 

(NNC) and International Partner Countries (IPC) ï fostering 

International Cooperation 
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COST Actions 

Networks open to: 



ÁMinimum 5 COST Member Countries and Cooperating 

State 

ÁMemorandum of Understanding - 4 years duration 

ÁAverage Annual Budget 130 000 euros  

ÁCOST supports the following networking tools: 

Á Meetings, Conferences, Workshops, Short-term scientific 

exchanges, Training schools and Dissemination Activities 
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COST Actions 



COST Countries 
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 COST Near Neighbour Countries  
206 participations in running COST Actions across 17 countries 
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Á Albania (15) 

Á Algeria (7) 

Á Armenia (8) 

Á Azerbaijan (5) 

Á Belarus (6) 

Á Egypt (7) 

Á Georgia (5) 

Á Jordan (2) 

Á Lebanon (5) 

Á Moldova (5) 

Á Montenegro (12) 

Á Morocco (13) 

Á Palestinian Authority (3) 

Á Syrian Arab Republic (2) 

Á Russia (51) 

Á Tunisia (14) 

Á Ukraine (46) 

 

March 2014 data 

 

 

 



International Partner Countries 
519 participations in running Actions across 27 countries 
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March 2014 data 
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COST Action Structure 

  
MANAGEMENT 

COMMITTEE 

(MC) 

WG 1 WG 2 WG X 

GRANT HOLDER (GH) 

WG 3 



Management Committee 

ÁCoordination, Implementation, and Management of an Action 

ÁSupervising the appropriate allocation and use of funds 

ÁTo achieve the Actionôs objectives 

ÁCOST mission and policies  

 

 

 

DECISION MAKING BODY 

COMPOSED BY: 

ÁThe MC is composed of delegates nominated by their 

respective COST National Coordinator  

ÁUp to 2 representatives per COST Member Country 
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Working Groups 

  

ÁPerform the necessary tasks required for the Action to fulfil its 

scientific objectives as defined in the MoU 

ÁCoordinate the research work, production and exchange of 

research, prepare reports to MC 

 

 

 

COORDINATION, PRODUCTION & EXCHANGE OF RESEARCH 

COMPOSED BY: 

ÁAny researcher from Participating COST Member Countries 

ÁMC Members, or MC Observers from NNC, IPC, Specific 

Organisations 
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